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Brussels, 9 October 2026

The European Union has been a constant supporter of the International Criminal Court (ICC). It is
deeply regrettable that the United States has announced intentions to impose sanctions.

The EU will work closely with the ICC to ensure it continues to operate effectively. And we remain
committed to working with all 125 States that are parties to the Rome Statute to preserve and respect
its independence so that it can continue its vital mission.

As there is a six-month delay before the measures are applicable, there is room for dialogue.

The EU stands ready to take any necessary measures to enable the Court to carry out its work both in
investigating and prosecuting war crimes and crimes against humanity, and to protect the interests of
EU operators within the Single Market.
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Press contacts:

Siobhan MCGARRY (+32 2 296 47 98)
Saul Louis GOULDING (+32 2 296 47 35)

General public inquiries: Europe Direct by phone 00 800 67 89 10 11 or by email
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