
 

 

 

 

 

 

Criteria and procedures for referencing national qualifications frameworks or systems 
to the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) 

 

- Annex II of the 2017 EQF Recommendation – 

 

1. The responsibilities and/or legal competence of all relevant national bodies involved in the 

referencing process are clearly determined and published by the competent authorities. 

 
2. There is a clear and demonstrable link between the qualifications levels in the national 

qualifications frameworks or systems and the level descriptors of the EQF. 

 
3. The national qualifications frameworks or systems and their qualifications are based on the 

principle and objective of learning outcomes and related to arrangements for validation of 

non-formal and informal learning and, where appropriate, to credit systems. 

 
4. The procedures for inclusion of qualifications in the national qualifications framework or for 

describing the place of qualifications in the national qualification system are transparent. 

 
5. The national quality assurance system(s) for education and training refer(s) to the national 

qualifications frameworks or systems and are consistent with the principles on quality 

assurance as specified in Annex IV to this recommendation. 

 
6. The referencing process shall include the stated agreement of the relevant quality 

assurance bodies that the referencing report is consistent with the relevant national quality 

assurance arrangements, provisions and practice. 

 
7. The referencing process shall involve international experts and the referencing reports shall 

contain the written statement of at least two international experts from two different 

countries on the referencing process. 

 
8. The competent authority or authorities shall certify the referencing of the national 

qualifications frameworks or systems with the EQF. One comprehensive report, setting out 

the referencing, and the evidence supporting it, shall be published by the competent 

authorities, including the EQF National Coordination Points, and shall address separately 

each of the criteria. The same report can be used for self-certification to the Qualifications 

Framework of the European Higher Education Area, in accordance with the self-certification 

criteria of the latter. 

 
9. Within 6 months from having referenced or updated the referencing report, Member States 

and other participating countries shall publish the referencing report and provide relevant 

information for comparison purposes on the relevant European portal. 



 
10. Further to the referencing process, all newly issued documents related to qualifications that 

are part of the national qualifications frameworks or systems (e.g. certificates, diplomas, 

certificate supplements, diploma supplements) and/or qualification registers issued by the 

competent authorities should contain a clear reference, by way of national qualifications 

frameworks or systems, to the appropriate EQF level. 

 


