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News  
 

New initiative registered: ReturnthePlastics  
The European Commission registered a new 
citizens’ initiative on 13 August called 
‘ReturnthePlastics: A Citizen’s Initiative to 
implement an EU-wide deposit-system to recycle 
plastic bottles’. Organisers call upon the 
Commission to propose measures addressing 3 
main points:  

 implement an EU-wide deposit system to 
recycle plastic bottles;  

 incentivise all EU Member States that 
supermarkets (chains) which are selling 
plastic bottles to install reverse vending 
machines for recycling after purchase and 
use by the consumer;  

 make companies producing plastic bottles 
pay plastic taxes for the recycling and 
deposit system (under the principle that the 
polluter should pay).  

This is the 82nd citizens’ initiative registered. 
Organisers now have until mid-February 
2022 to open the signature collection. Learn 
more about the new initiative with the press 
release.  
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New initiative registered: ‘Ensuring Common Commercial Policy conformity 
with EU Treaties and compliance with international law’  
On 8 September, the European Commission 
decided to register a new ECI entitled ‘Ensuring 
Common Commercial Policy conformity with EU 
Treaties and compliance with international law’. 
The organisers of the initiative call on the 
Commission to ‘propose legal acts based on the 
Common Commercial Policy to prevent EU legal 
entities from both importing products 
originating in illegal settlements in occupied 
territories and exporting to such territories, in 
order to preserve the integrity of the internal 
market and to not aid or assist the maintenance 
of such unlawful situations.’  

It is important to highlight that the initiative 
invites the Commission to submit a proposal for 
a legal act under the Common Commercial 
Policy, which is general in nature and does not 
target a specific country or territory. Organisers 
have 6 months to open the signature collection. 
Learn more about the 8th initiative registered 
this year by clicking the link below. 
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3 ECIs closed collection in September  
In September, three European citizens’ initiatives 
finished collecting support. The ‘Stop 
corruption in Europe at its root’ initiative 
closed on 12 September. This initiative called for 
putting a fixed moratorium of 10 years on 
payments of structural and cohesion funds to a 
newly acceded country, until the monitoring 
mechanism is lifted from their judiciary, to 
better combat potential political corruption.  

On 23 September, the ‘Action on Climate 
Emergency’ (also known as ‘Fridays for Future’) 
initiative closed with more than 95,000 
signatures of support. This initiative is part of a 
world-wide movement. It called on the 
Commission to strengthen EU action on the 
climate emergency, have more ambitious goals 
and provide more financial support for climate 

 

 



action.  

Finally, the ‘Save bees and farmers! Towards a 
bee-friendly agriculture for a health 
environment’ initiative closes at 23:59 on 30 
September. Organisers are reporting more than 
1,000,000 signatures but are still collecting to 
secure a ‘comfortable safety margin’. If you 
haven’t supported this initiative already – take a 
look and sign it if you wish.  
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ECI organiser attends MEP debate on ‘Fairosene’  
An organiser of the European citizens’ 
initiative Ending the aviation fuel tax 
exemption in Europe (‘Fairosene’) spoke at 
the European Parliament’s Committee on 
Petitions meeting on 1 September. The 
Committee chair explained that although 
the ECI is not a petition, MEPs felt that the 
efforts of the organisers to gather support 
justified a discussion in the Petitions 
Committee, despite not reaching the 1 
million signature mark. Tassos Papachristou, 
substitute representative of the ‘Fairosene’ 
European citizen’ initiative, presented its 
objectives and thanked Members for the 
‘privilege to talk about a topic important for 
the future’. Several MEPs strongly supported 
the initiative’s objectives. You can watch the 
recording of the debate by clicking the 
‘more’ button. 
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Take the Initiative campaign  
 

CitizenCentral: the podcast of citizens changing Europe!  
CitizenCentral puts a spotlight on the 
people behind European citizens’ initiatives. 
Our host, journalist Méabh Mc Mahon, also 
interviews different topic experts and 
academics to explore the issues on the 
minds and in the hearts of Europeans. Tune 
in and discover what the European Citizens’ 
Initiative is and how this tool makes it 
possible to have a greater say in policies 
that affect your life. New episodes of 
CitizenCentral will be released soon (in 
English) – they are available on SoundCloud. 
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Spot the ECI!  
Do you use the metro in Berlin, Budapest, 
Madrid, Paris, Rome or Warsaw? If so, watch 
out for animated ECI promotion on the 
screens near you in mid-October. If you 
spot one, post a photo or selfie on social 
media, with the #EUTakeTheInitiative 
hashtag.  

Let’s spread the word together! 
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Status of support per Initiative – Congratulations for 
reaching milestones!  



The organisers of European citizens’ 
initiatives are obliged to inform the 
European Commission of the number of 
collected statements of support (both 
online and on paper) at least every two 
months. This information is then made 
visible on our website. Congratulations to 
those organisers whose initiatives reached 
certain milestones recently, based on their 
reported signature collection figures. (This 
information will be updated and shared 
regularly). At the time of writing, these 
initiatives had reported the following level 
of support:  

 1 million:  

- Save the bees and farmers 

 Over 200,000:  

-Stop finning  

- Right to Cure 

 Over 150,000:  

- Start Unconditional Basic Incomes 
(UBI) throughout the EU 

- Save cruelty free cosmetics – 
commit to a Europe without animal 
testing  

 Over 50,000: 

- Civil society initiative for a ban on 
biometric mass surveillance practices 
(Reclaim your face)  

If you’d like to support any of the 
ongoing initiatives, please visit our 
website.  
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From the Forum  
 



Webinar on signature collection: 7 October  
Don't miss the next ECI Forum webinar! 
Experts and organisers will provide a 
general introduction into the processes and 
steps of a European citizens' initiative - with 
a particular focus on online & offline 
signature collection. Registration is open 
now. 
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New blog: How ‘Stop Glyphosate’ brought about a small 
revolution  
Following the entire legislative process that 
you initiate as a European citizens' initiative 
is important. And it takes time. This is shown 
by the example of the "Stop Glyphosate" 
ECI. Read the latest blog post by Helmut 
Burtscher-Schaden, one of the initiative 
organisers. His article covers three decisive 
success factors, including the team expertise 
and dedication needed to pursue 
transparency in EU policy-making. 
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Learn how to reach 1 million signatures  
The success story of the initiative 'End the 
Cage Age' outlines the strategy and the 
experiences that led to reaching more than 
1 million signatures. Head over to the ECI 
Forum to read this story and those of past 
successful initiatives. The document is now 
available in all official EU languages. Check 
it out via the link below. 
  

more  

 

  
    

 

 

  

 

  



Learn  
 

Did you know…? From our FAQs  
If an initiative reaches 1 million signatures of 
support and after the Commission answers 
with a Communication, what happens next? 
The Communication will outline what action 
the Commission will take, if any. The 
Commission is not obliged to propose 
legislation, however if it does, the relevant 
legislative procedure is activated. This 
means the European Parliament and the EU 
Council will examine the legislative proposal 
(or in some cases only the Council).  

Check out our extensive FAQ page to learn 
more about the European Citizens’ Initiative. 
And hop on over to the ECI Forum – a peer-
to-peer space to exchange ideas and help 
citizens’ initiatives succeed. 
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The European Citizens’ Initiative Forum Moderation Privacy policy is applicable to the e-newsletter 
service. It is available here.  

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is 
processed in line with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement 

 

 


