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So far, four European 
citizens’ initiatives have 
successfully reached 
the required number of 
support statements for 
the European Commission 
to take action. Some have 
resulted in new legislation, 
while others have had 
other meaningful results. 
All of them have built 
networks around issues 
and raised awareness 
among both citizens and 
policy-makers.

 ORGANISERS’ GOAL 
EU legislation requiring 
governments to provide 
all citizens with  
sufficient clean  

drinking water and sanitation

 ENGAGEMENT 
1,659,543 signatories 
from 25 EU Member 
States

 FOLLOW-UP 
The European 
Commission:

•  committed to  
step up efforts towards full 
implementation of EU water 
legislation;

•  adopted a proposal for the 
revision of the Drinking Water 
Directive, obliging Member States 
to improve access to water and 
ensure access for vulnerable and 
marginalised groups;

•  recognised ‘water and sanitation’ 
as a key priority area for 
development cooperation and 
advocated to maintain universal 
access to water and sanitation 
as one of the Sustainable 
Development Goals of United 
Nations’ 2030 Agenda;  

•  contributed to including an 
explicit reference to the right of 
citizens to water and sanitation 
under principle 20 – ‘Access 
to essential services’ in the 
European Pillar of Social Rights;  

•  and others.

  Water quality, 
infrastructure, sanitation 
and transparency will all 
benefit – for people in 
Europe and in developing 
countries – as a direct 
result of this first ever 
exercise in pan-European, 
citizen-driven democracy. 

 

MAROŠ ŠEFČOVIČ
Vice President of the European Commission – 
19 March 2014
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So far, four European 
citizens’ initiatives have 
successfully reached 
the required number of 
support statements for 
the European Commission 
to take action. Some have 
resulted in new legislation, 
while others have had 
other meaningful results. 
All of them have built 
networks around issues 
and raised awareness 
among both citizens and 
policy-makers.

 ORGANISERS’ GOAL 
Legislation to protect 
human beings from the 
moment of conception in 
the areas of competence 

of the European Union

 ENGAGEMENT 
1,721,626 signatories 
from 28 EU Member 
States

 FOLLOW-UP 
The European 
Commission decided not 
to submit a legislative 
proposal considering that:

•  EU projects must follow the laws 
of the country in which research 
is carried out;

•  all EU-funded projects must 
be scientifically validated by 
peer review and must undergo 
rigorous ethical review;

•  EU funds may not be used for the 
derivation of new stem cell lines, 
or for research that destroys 
embryos.

  We have engaged with 
this citizens’ initiative and 
given its request all due 
attention. The Commission 
will continue to apply 
the strict ethical rules 
and restrictions in place 
for EU-funded research, 
including that we will  
not fund the destruction  
of embryos.  

MÁIRE GEOGHEGAN-QUINN
Former European Commissioner for Research, 
Innovation and Science – 28 May 2014
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So far, four European 
citizens’ initiatives have 
successfully reached 
the required number of 
support statements for 
the European Commission 
to take action. Some have 
resulted in new legislation, 
while others have had 
other meaningful results. 
All of them have built 
networks around issues 
and raised awareness 
among both citizens and 
policy-makers.

 ORGANISERS’ GOAL 
A European legislative 
framework aimed at 
phasing out animal 
experiments

 ENGAGEMENT 
 1,173,130 signatories 

from 26 EU Member 
States

 FOLLOW-UP 
The European 
Commission:  

•   acknowledged a need 
to accelerate progress 
in the area of replacing,

reducing and refining the use of 
animal testing; and committed 
to increase the support to the 
development and validation of 
alternative approaches; 

•   organised a conference on how to 
exploit cutting-edge advances in 
biomedical and other research in 
the development of alternatives 
to animal testing. 

  The ultimate aim 
of EU legislation is to 
phase out all animal 
testing. In response 
to the citizens’ 
initiative, the European 
Commission is taking 
a number of actions to 
enable faster progress 
in the uptake and 
use of alternative 
approaches.  

KARMENU VELLA
European Commissioner for Environment,  
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries – 3 June 2015
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So far, four European 
citizens’ initiatives have 
successfully reached 
the required number of 
support statements for 
the European Commission 
to take action. Some have 
resulted in new legislation, 
while others have had 
other meaningful results. 
All of them have built 
networks around issues 
and raised awareness 
among both citizens and 
policy-makers.

 ORGANISERS’ GOAL 
Ban glyphosate-based 
herbicides, reform 
pesticide approval 
procedures, and set 

EU-wide mandatory reduction 
targets for pesticide use

 ENGAGEMENT 
1,070,865 signatories 
from 22 EU Member 
States 

 FOLLOW-UP 
The European 
Commission:

• adopted a proposal for  
a Regulation on transparency and 

sustainability of EU risk 
assessment in the food chain. 
The Regulation was adopted by 
the European Parliament and the 
Council in June 2019. The new 
legislation will start applying in 
Spring 2021;

•  announced measures to make 
the process to authorise, restrict 
or ban the use of pesticides 
more transparent focusing 
on the implementation of the 
Sustainable Use Directive.

  It’s great that well 
over a million EU citizens 
have invested their time 
to engage directly on an 
issue that matters. The 
Commission has listened 
and will now act. We need 
more transparency about 
how decisions are made  
in this area.  

FRANS TIMMERMANS
First Vice President of the European Commission –  
12 December 2017
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