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Your tool to shape European policy
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The European Citizens’ Initiative is 
an opportunity to become directly 
involved in the European democratic 
process, allowing you to have  
a greater say in EU policies that  
affect your life.

TAKE  
THE INITIATIVE

EUROPEAN CITIZENS’  
INITIATIVE FACTS  

IN LITHUANIA

Ban 
glyphosate

(2017)

Stop 
Vivisection

(2015)

Right2
Water
(2013)

One 
of US
(2014)

ACT ON ISSUES 
YOU CARE 
ABOUT

CREATE 
NETWORKS 
AND FOSTER 
DEBATE

SPEAK  
DIRECTLY TO  
DECISION- 
MAKERS

initiatives  
registered

successful  
initiatives

EU citizens supported  
an initiative since 2012

1 070 865
651

1 659 543
13 252 

1 173 130
4 737

1 721 626
11 646

#EUTakeTheInitiative

Out of the successful European citizens’ initiatives, 
Right2Water collected most signatures in Lithuania. 

The European Union responded to the initiative 
with a list of meaningful actions: holding public 

consultations, introducing more efficient monitoring 
of drinking water into the Drinking Water Directive 
and proposing the revision of the main legislation.

EU-28 threshold (1 million)    

Lithuanian threshold (8 250)

TO SUBMIT A SUCCESSFUL PROPOSAL  
TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION YOU NEED

ENGAGEMENT SO FAR

SIGNATURES RECEIVED  
BY SUCCESSFUL  
INITIATIVES

4 9M

 To reach a  
signature threshold  

in 7 countries

 7
1M

START FINISH

1 million  
signatures

A committee of 
 7 citizens, living in  
7 Member States

For more information on the European Citizens’ Initiative, including the list of initiatives 
currently open for support, go to: europa.eu/citizens-initiative
Use the Forum to debate ideas for new initiatives and connect with other citizens: europa.eu/collab-eci
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EUROPEAN UNION
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9 million Europeans from all  
28 Member States have already 
spoken up through the European 
Citizens Initiative. But we can 
do better if more citizens use 
this instrument for democratic 
participation at EU level. [The] 
agreement [on the reform of the 
tool] is a major step forward because 
we simplify the current rules and 
make it easier for European citizens 
to make themselves heard. They will 
now have an easily accessible and user-
friendly tool at their disposal to ask the 
EU institutions directly to act on the 
issues they really care about.

FRANS TIMMERMANS
First Vice President of the European Commission 
(Press release of 12.12.2018)
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