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The EU is confident that it
will be more successful when
the different development
partners in the Philippines work jointly. Joint
programming means that the EU development
partners (Belgium, the Czech Republic, the
European Commission, France, Germany, Italy,
the Netherlands, Spain and the United Kingdom)
pool their collective expertise and knowhow to
jointly contribute to the Philippines’ government’s
own development plan in a more effective and
coordinated manner.

Why Now?
Joint programming in the Philippines is being
designed in 2017 primarily because the government
has adopted a new development plan (PDP 20172022). Implementing joint programming at this
stage communicates clearly to the government, the
importance the EU and MS place on supporting
and aligning with the government’s own vision and
approach to social and economic development. A
joint programming document will be designed in
the first half of 2017 through consultation amongst
the EU and Member States with Government
authorities and non-state actors. A major step in
this consultation process is the EU Heads of Mission
Retreat on joint programming the first quarter of
2017. The joint programming document will include
a joint analysis and a joint response and is intended
for formal approval by the end of 2017.

Why is EU Joint Programming
Important for the Philippines?
The Government of the Philippines was an early
advocate for improving development effectiveness
and endorsed the 2005 Paris Declaration on Aid
Effectiveness, 2008 Accra Agenda for action
and 2011 Busan Partnership Agreement. Central
to these commitments is the objective of the
effectiveness of development cooperation through
ensuring democratic ownership through alignment
with national development plans to improve results.
EU joint programming specifically responds to
these development effectiveness objectives whilst
also reducing transaction costs and improving

transparency and predictability.
More importantly, however, joint programming in
the Philippines updates development cooperation
to the changing local context. The Philippines is a
powerful economy and is far from being dependent
on
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Continue investing in renewable
energies, promoting sustainable
environmental management and mitigating
the risk of natural disasters,

Making the economy work for all in
promoting inclusive growth and fair labour
practices,

Facilitating and investing directly in
infrastructure that will contribute to lasting
economic growth and improved access to
services.

Supporting the partnership between
civil society and the government for inclusive development.
• Continue investing in renewable energies,
promoting sustainable environmental management
and mitigating the risk of natural disasters,
• Making the economy work for all in promoting
inclusive growth and fair labour practices,
• Facilitating and investing directly in infrastructure
that will contribute to lasting economic growth and
improved access to services.
•Supporting the partnership between civil society
and the government for inclusive development.
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European Union, Member States and
the Philippines
The European Union (EU) and its Member States
(MS) have been strong partners to the Philippines
since independence. Whether it is in being
amongst the first to help repair the damage done
by natural disasters or to invest in disaster risk
reduction the EU has been a dependable and loyal
partner to the Philippines. The EU is significantly
invested in the country’s future focusing attention
on the government’s priorities of inclusive growth,
decent work, protecting the environment for
future generations, investing in renewable energy
and investing in vital economic infrastructure that
lays the foundation for sustained growth in years
to come. The EU has also consistently been the
largest international investor in supporting and
sustaining the Mindanao Peace Process. The EU
and its Member States not only contribute almost
80% of the funding to the Mindanao Trust Fund
but they also make available to the Philippines
their experience and expertise garnered over
generations supporting peace processes and
strengthening community resilience globally.

South East Asian Nations) and regional economic
development. The EU is ASEAN’s second largest
trading partner and the largest source of Foreign
Direct Investment to ASEAN implying there is room
to grow the partnership with the Philippines at least
to this level.
The 2017-2022 Philippine Development Plan (PDP)
will provide the structure and basis for greater
investments in the partnership between the EU, MS
and the Philippines.

rehabilitation is the solution, not incarceration. For
this reason, the EU also invests in the justice sector
and strongly supports the government’s ambitions
to combat corruption and improve access to justice
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