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“Capacity Building within Member States of the Caribbean Forum for ACP States (CARIFORUM) 

in the areas of Competition, Procurement and Customs and Trade Facilitation for the 

implementation of the EPA” 

 

 

Who CARIFORUM Directorate and Equinoccio Consortium 

What CARIFORUM Capacity Building Project culminates at POS Conference 

When 5th and 6th June, 2017 from 8.45 am to 5pm 

Where Hyatt Regency Trinidad 

 

Background 

The final event of the 10th European Development Fund (EDF) Caribbean Regional Indicative 

Programme (CRIP) “Capacity Building Project on Competition, Public Procurement and Customs and 

Trade Facilitation Project” will take place on the 5th and 6th June 2017 at the Hyatt Regency 

Trinidad. The EU funded project’s specific objective is to contribute to the effective implementation 

of the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA), regarding Competition, Public 

Procurement and Customs and Trade Facilitation. 

The Conference will bring together representatives of all CARIFORUM States and CARICOM 

Secretariat, Regional and International Experts, representatives of the Caribbean Court of Justice, 

Commission of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, the CARICOM Competition 

Commission, University of the West Indies (UWI), the Consortium Partners (Equinoccio, London 

School of Economics, Maastricht School of Management and SGS), as well as representatives of the 

Donor Community. 

Prior to this conference, seventy (70) programs have been completed with over 1700 public and 

private sector officials and professionals trained at different levels in the three areas covered by the 

project. The program included innovative train-the-trainer (ToT) courses that have further enhanced 

sustainability by enlarging the cohort of knowledgeable and skilled trainers in the region. Also, 

online post-graduate courses have been developed and incorporated into the Master in Trade Policy 

(MITP) of the University of the West Indies Shridath Ramphal Centre (SRC) that will make a 

continuing contribution to training and skills development in the region. 

The conference will open at 8:45 a.m. on Monday, 5th June, with remarks from Her Excellency Ms. 

Gail Mathurin, Director General of the Office of Trade Negotiations (OTN) of the CARICOM 

Secretariat, CARIFORUM and EU representatives, the Project Implementing Consortium and partner 

institutions.  Senator, the Honourable Paula Gopee-Scoon, Minister of Trade and Industry will also 

give remarks on behalf of the government of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Conference papers reflecting on progress in the three technical areas and recommendations for the 

future will be presented. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 MEDIA INVITATION 
The CARIFORUM/EU Capacity Building Project and its training activities were funded by the EU under 

the 10th EDF. The project’s overall goal is to support CARIFORUM Member States’ beneficial 

integration in the world economy. Specifically, the Project aimed to help member states to 

implement the EPA in the areas of Competition, Public Procurement and Customs and Trade 

Facilitation. A consortium led by Equinoccio (Spain) which includes the London School of Economics, 

SGS and Maastricht School of Management implemented the project under the supervision of the 

CARIFORUM Directorate. 

 

 

# END # 

 

Equinoccio Project Manager: Mr. Guillermo Mogni guillermomogni@equinoccio.eu  
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This project is funded 
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“The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have 
decided to gradually link together their know-how, resources and 

destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of 50 years, 
they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable 

development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and 
individual freedoms. The European Union is committed to sharing 
its achievements and its values with countries and peoples beyond 

its borders”. 

 




