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Dear Participants

Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me warmly welcome you for this third regional technical
meeting of the Intra ACP Global Climate Change Alliance
programme. It is indeed a pleasure to be among you all, some of

you have come from around the globe for this meeting.
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| would like to thank the ACP Secretariat for organising this

meeting and the Indian Ocean Commission for hosting it.

| welcome the focus on Small Island Developing States for this
third regional technical meeting, as SIDS are at the forefront of
the negative effects of climate change. It is certainly timely that
this regional technical meeting is being held a few months after

the Paris Agreement.

This is the second time that the EU is meeting with the ACP on

climate issues after the COP 21.

The European Union played a key role during the COP 21
conference in Paris. The Paris Agreement is an unprecedented
historic success. It is the first multilateral agreement on climate
change. It covers 189 countries and 98% of global greenhouse
gas emissions. The deal has been a great success for the EU's
climate diplomacy. The EU built a broad coalition of developed
and developing countries in favour of the highest level of ambition
— a "High Ambition Coalition" — which was a game changer in

Paris.

| would like to highlight and recognise the key role played by the
ACP-EU Alliance for the COP 21. In particular, the creation of the
High Ambition Coalition was crucial in achieving an outcome that

was far more ambitious than anyone expected. Parties now have
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a legally binding obligation to pursue domestic measures to

achieve these nationally determined contributions (NDCs).

An essential feature of Paris is to ensure that, in this global

transition, no one is left behind, including the SIDS.

Developed countries agreed to take the lead and continue to
provide support to climate action in developing countries. They
will mobilise 100 billion US dollars in climate finance per year by

2025. A new and higher goal will be set after this period.

This commitment also includes support to adaptation to the
effects of climate change. Moreover, the Paris Agreement
establishes for the first time a global goal on adaptation, with the
aim to enhance capacity and climate resilience and reduce
climate vulnerability. It also addresses the issue of loss and
damage — a critical one for the most vulnerable nations, many of

you present here.

To sum up, what we agreed in Paris is a comprehensive package
that brings together three essential building blocks of a strong

global deal: ambition, commitments, and solidarity.

| am very pleased to say that the EU and the 10C signed a joint

declaration on climate change. This brought visibility of
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vulnerability of SIDS at global level. It also gave a recognition of

the commitment of SIDS to fight climate change.

Ladies and Gentlemen

The role of ACP Secretariat with the support of the Intra ACP

GCCA programme was significant in the lead-up to Paris.

Indeed, the support provided last year to the ACP group
members to help them prepare their intended nationally
determined contributions (INDCs), including the regional
workshops, was crucial in increasing understanding and creating

the right response for Paris.

The declaration of the ACP Council of Ministers and the climate
change issue paper also helped to set the tone for the

discussions.

In follow-up to Paris, the EU is already taking action to implement

its commitments at domestic and international level.

The EU set out its initial reflections in the "Road from Paris"

Communication adopted in early March.

The message is clear: the EU needs to continue to show global

leadership. The EU has various tools to respond to this challenge

—4-
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which enable it to lead the global transformation towards climate

neutrality.

We are well aware that this will not be an easy task since the low-
carbon transition will require time, investments and innovation at
EU and Global level.

Importantly, the Paris Agreement includes the aim of "making
financial flows consistent with a pathway towards low greenhouse

gas emissions and climate resilient development”.

The European Union will engage with other developed and
developing countries to achieve this aim through both public and

private finance.

The EU and its member countries are already making a major
contribution to supporting developing countries in their efforts to

tackle climate change and adapt to its effects.

In the context of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the UN
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, we reconfirmed our
commitment to increase official development assistance to 0.7%
of our gross national income. Four of the five countries worldwide

that have already reached this level are EU Member States.



This provides a good basis for scaling up support. The EU and its
Member States are committed to delivering our share of the
developed countries’ 100 billion dollar climate finance

commitment per year by 2025.

In delivering on our part of this pledge, EU will focus on those
countries most in need and with the largest financial capacity
constraints, notably the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and
the Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

It is clear, however, that support from public budgets is not
enough to achieve the transformation needed at the global scale.
We need to use public money to also help leverage further private

investment.

To this end, the EU will continue to work with the European
Investment Bank, development finance institutions in EU
countries and other international financial institutions to increase

lending for climate action.

Between 2014 and 2020, the EU will mobilise at least EUR 2
billion of grants that could lead to total investments of up to EUR
50 billion. The European Investment Bank intends that 35% of
their lending to developing countries will go to climate-related

projects.
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Ladies and Gentlemen

The EU and ACP countries can work together in the run-up to
COP 22. This year, we will continue to ensure that climate
change is integrated into everything we do — from concrete

programmes and projects to high-level political engagement.

In our climate diplomacy, we will focus on three main strands:

(1) First, we will maintain climate change advocacy as a
strategic priority. This includes encouraging a quick
ratification of the Paris Agreement.

(2) Secondly, we will support the implementation of the
Paris Agreement and continue to support our partner
countries in implementing their nationally determined
contributions.

(3) And third, we will increase efforts to address the nexus
of climate change, natural resources, prosperity, stability

and migration.

The coming months will be crucial in ensuring that we maintain
the positive momentum created in Paris and ensure that it is

turned into concrete action on the ground.

This will be part of a collective effort starting for ACP countries in
implementing their respective commitments taken in Paris,
notably the NDCs and other enhanced action prior to 2020. |

would like to stress here that collective effort includes working

—-7-
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with non-state actors, which are crucial for achieving the targets

set in Paris.

It is important to sustain the dialogue among ACP countries and
with the EU. It is through continuous dialogue that we can
reinforce the position adopted in Paris and contribute to tangible
progress before parties meet again in November at COP22 in

Marrakesh. This event will certainly contribute to this effort.

| understand that many of you are staying for the Programme
Steering Committee that immediately follows. | wish you fruitful

deliberations for both events.

Thank you for your attention.

*kk%k
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— Son Excellence Madame Marjaana Sall, Ambassadeur et chef
de délégation de I'Union Européenne

— Monsieur Jean Claude de L’Estrac, le Secretaire Général de la
Commission de I'Océan Indien

— Monsieur Olusola Ojo du Secrétariat du groupe des Etats
d'Afrique, des Caraibes et du Pacifique

— Représentants des organisations régionales et internationales

— Distingués invités

— Mesdames et messieurs

Je voudrais, au nom du Ministére de L’Environnement, du
développement durable et de la gestion des catastrophes et des
plages, souhaiter la bienvenue a nos amis des différentes
organisations et blocs économique regionaux et aussi les
représentants de programme de coopération régionales cette 3°™°
réunion technique du programme Intra ACP et du 5°™ comité de
pilotage du programme Intra ACP de I'Alliance mondiale pour le
changement climatique (AMCC). Jespére que vous aurez
'opportunité de visiter notre beau pays pendant votre séjour a

Maurice.



Mesdames et messieurs,
Comme vous le savez tous, nous sommes ici présent pendant

ces quelques jours pour discuter du programme Intra ACP de
I'Alliance mondiale contre le changement climatique. Ce
programme, mis sur pied par I'Union Européenne en 2007 a pour
objectif de répondre aux besoins des pays les plus vulnérables
aux impacts du changement climatique a travers un appui
technique et financier, et a travers le partage de connaissance et
la promotion des initiatives locales et régionales sur les questions

d’adaptation et d’atténuation au changement climatique.

Depuis 2014, une nouvelle phase de ce programme a été
enclenchée et linitiative de ['Alliance Mondiale pour le
Changement Climatique (AMCC+) est maintenant en équation
avec le nouveau cadre de I'assistance financier de la Commission
Européenne qui s’étend sur la période 2014-2020 et sur trois

domaines prioritaires, notamment

e l'intégration du changement climatique et la réduction de la
pauvreteé;

e le renforcement de la résilience face aux impactes du
changement climatique; et

e le développement des stratégies sectorielles d’adaptation et

d’atténuation au changement climatique.



Mesdames et messieurs,
Nous savons tous que le changement climatigue est une

problématique majeure qui domine notre époque. Tous les Etats,
grands comme petits, continentaux ou insulaires en sont la proie,
soit par la montée des eaux, la hausse de température, le
changement dans le régime des précipitations ou par la
multiplication des conditions climatiques extrémes. Du fait de
leurs spécificités et de leur caractere océanique, les états
insulaires comme Maurice, sont les plus vulnérables et hautement
susceptibles d'étre les plus durement touchées par ces

phénomeénes et leurs impacts.

A titre d’exemple, l'accroissement annuel dans l'atmosphére du
CO2 mesuré a la station de reférence de Mauna Loa a Hawai a
bondi pour atteindre un taux record de 403 parties par million
(ppm) en mars de cette année. L’augmentation de la température
et du niveau de la mer, de méme que les évenements climatiques
extrémes récurrents a travers la planete sont les caractéristiques
inhérentes du changement climatique. Mars 2016 est entré dans
les annales des records de température. Il a été le mois le plus
chaud jamais enregistré depuis le début des relevés de
température en 1891, selon 'Agence Météorologique du Japon.
Ces deéséquilibres observées dans le systéeme climatique

occasionnent des ravages et des lourdes pertes économiques,
3



particulierement dans les pays les plus vulnérables, a savoir les
pays les moins avancés, et les Petits Etats Insulaires en
Développement (PEIDs). Le paradoxe dans tout cela, c’est que
les Petits Etats Insulaires ne contribuent que 1 % des émissions
global de gaz a effet de serre en moyenne, mais en contrepartie
nous sommes des ceux qui souffrent le plus des impacts du

déreglement climatique.

De plus, selon les conclusions d’un rapport du programme des
Nations Unies pour I'environnement, I'Afrique est le continent dont
les conditions climatiques changent le plus rapidement. Les colts
de [l'adaptation au changement climatique pourraient par
conséquent avoisiner la barre de 50 milliards de dollars par an
d'ici 2050, et ce, en dépit des efforts internationaux pour limiter la
hausse des températures en dessous des 2°C au cours de ce
siecle. Selon les prévisions, I'Afrique connaitra un risque accru de
malnutrition, conséquences des effets néfastes du changement
climatique sur l'agriculture sur tout le continent. Donc, c’est un
drame humain qui risque de se jouer en moins de cinquante ans

si on ne prend pas les décisions et mesures proactives.



Mesdames et Messieurs,

Il est aussi utile de rappeler que selon le « World Risk Report
2015 », Maurice est classé 13°™ dans la liste des pays les plus a
risque aux catastrophes et 78me parmi les pays les plus exposeés
aux aléas naturels. Les impacts du changement climatique se font
déja sentir dans notre pays avec une accélération de la montée
du niveau de la mer et I'érosion accentuée des cobtes a rétrécie
certaines de nos plages jusqu’a 1 metre annuellement durant les
10 derniere années. Plusieurs de nos plages risquent de
disparaitre graduellement. Et cela entrainerait des conséquences
graves et pourrait compromettre un de nos principaux piliers

économiques- le tourisme.

En résumé, la menace constante du changement climatique
risque de remettre en guestion tous nos acquis en termes de
progres et de nous ramener plusieurs années en arriere en
détruisant tout ce qui a été construit patiemment pendant de
longues décennies. Cela risque aussi de mettre en péril notre
capacité de mise en ceuvre de nos objectifs de développement

durable et notamment la réduction de la pauvreté.



Mesdames et Messieurs,

L’action globale face au changement climatique a pris une
nouvelle dimension aprés I'adoption de l'accord de Paris le 12
décembre dernier. Cette date qui a été marquée d'une pierre
blanche nous permet a tous d’envisager l'avenir sereinement,
avec beaucoup plus de confiance notamment par rapport aux
besoins des pays en développement. D’ailleurs, comme vous le
savez tous, depuis ce vendredi, les pays sont invités a signer et
ratifier 'accord de Paris. Plus de 175 pays ont déja signe l'accord
historique sur le climat. Parmi les 15 pays qui ont déja ratifié
'accord, 13 sont des petits états insulaires en voie de
développement. La signature et la ratification de I'accord de Paris
ouvrira la voie vers la concrétisation des mesures de soutien et la
mobilisation des ressources surtout pour soutenir les pays les

plus vulnérables aux impacts du déreglement climatique.

Les enjeux de l'accord de Paris pour les pays en voie de
développement, notamment les pays les moins avancés et les
petits Etats insulaires en développement, prend tout son
importance par rapport aux aides financiere et technique, le
transfert de technologies, le renforcement des capacites,
'amélioration de I'éducation, la formation et la sensibilisation.

Ceci s’inscrit aussi dans [l'objectif d’accroitre les capacités
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d’adaptation et de résilience dans le but de mettre en place les
moyens nécessaires pour réduire la vulnérabilité de nos pays
aux changements climatiques. L'apport financier et technique
permettra également a tous les partis de diminuer leurs émissions
de gaz a effet de serre et de promouvoir le développement
durable a travers [l'implémentation de leurs contributions

déterminées au niveau national.

L’ile Maurice comme pays avant-gardiste vient d’adopter au
Parlement, la semaine derniére, une loi — The National Disaster
Risk Reduction and Mangement Bill — pour parer a toute
éventualité de catastrophe naturelle avec la participation active de

toute la population.

Mesdames et Messieurs,
L’accord de Paris s'inscrit parfaitement dans [I'approche et

I'objectif du programme Intra ACP de I'Alliance mondiale pour le
changement climatique notamment en matiere de soutien aux
pays les plus vulnérables. Dans ce contexte, je souhaite
fortement que cette coopération soit renforcée et étendue pour
aider les pays en déeveloppement dans la mise en ceuvre de leurs
contributions déterminées au niveau national. La solidarité entre

tous les états-membres concernés doit primer pour qu’une

7



solution durable soit trouvée pour le bien de la planete afin

d’assurer la pérennité pour nos générations futures.

Pour conclure, je voudrais, reitérer ma profonde gratitude a
I'Union Européen pour leur amitié et leur solidarité sans faille
envers les pays en développement. Vous avez toujours é€té a nos
cOtés et nous vous en remercions. Je souhaite également
remercier la Commission de ['Océan Indien et les autres
partenaires regionaux pour leur support notamment dans le cadre

de la mobilisation des ressources.

Je terminerais sur ce proverbe de Confucius: « Celui qui déplace
une montagne commence par déplacer de petites pierres. » fin de

citation. Je vous remercie pour votre aimable attention.



SPEECH BY H.E. MR. JEAN CLAUDE DE L’'ESTRAC
GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE INDIAN OCEAN COMMISSION

ON THE OCCASION OF THE THIRD REGIONAL MEETING OF
THE GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE ALLIANCE
INTRA-ACP PROGRAMME

EBENE, THIS 25 APRIL 2016

Your Excellency, Madam the Ambassador, Head of Delegation
of the European Union,

Representatives of the ACP Secretariat and of the Global
Climate Change Alliance,

Representatives from African, Asian, and Caribbean states,
Madam the Director of Environment of the Ministry of
Environment, Sustainable Development, and Disaster and
Beach Management of Mauritius,

Honourable experts,

Dear colleagues of the 10C,

Distinguished guests,
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First allow me to state how honoured | am to welcome you all
today at the headquarters of the Indian Ocean Commission
for this dialogue and exchange on our common challenge to
climate change adaptation and mitigation.

| am sure you know that our Indian Ocean island states are
characterised by economies and livelihoods highly dependent
on their environment and their natural resources. The 10C is
therefore strongly committed to this crucial fight for the
future of our island and indeed of the world.

We are witnessing the impact of climate change more
strongly each day resulting in a number of structural
imbalances, persistence of poverty, even in mid-income level
countries, food and nutrition insecurity, environmental
degradation, and weak capabilities to set up appropriate
response mechanisms to tackle the ever-increasing number
of natural disasters.

The effects of climate change in the Indian Ocean region are
all the more severe because of our limited access to
resources, and our high reliance on imports, both for energy
and for processed products.

As early as 2013, the 10C presented its first Strategie Plan of
adaptation to the effects of climate change, thanks to the
support of the Acclimate Programme, funded by the Agence
Francaise de Développement.
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We note, with much satisfaction, that our programmes have
been adopted by several technical partners in the region. We
can quote the example of climate models by Météo-France,
and research into the evolution of our islands’ coastlines by
the Institut de Recherche pour le Développement, the IRD.

The I0C’s ISLANDS programme — funded by the European
Union — has been working since 2011 on a multidisciplinary
strategy to integrate sustainable environment management
and climate change in our activities.

Conscious of the need for more action, the IOC will finalise in
the coming weeks its “Climate Change Action Plan 2016-
2020”. This plan will be a reference framework for the
implementation and development of specific projects. |
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Intra-ACP
programme for having funded the preparation of this action
plan.

This September, and thanks to support from the Agence
Francaise de Développement, the 10C will also have a
“Natural Risks Action Plan” which will build on our
experiences, as well as on the main guidelines set within the
Sendai framework and the Paris Agreement.
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| would like to emphasise here that the 10C strongly values
inter-regional exchanges, in particular those undertaken to
enhance cooperation with the Caribbean and the Pacific
regions. | am speaking specifically of the Climate Resilient
Islands Partnership. Multiple areas of work have been
identified with our partners — the Five Cs and the SPREP — and
we look forward to this collaboration as a chance to learn
from the experience of our other island states.

| would also like to mention the significant scale change
which our organisation will be able to benefit from through
access to the Green Climate Fund. Currently endowed with 14
billion US dollars, this fund, as you know, aims to raise 100
billion US dollars by 2020, 25% of which are earmarked for
island states. Our eventual accreditation to the Green Climate
Fund heralds a new horizon for our organisation, by
enhancing our capacity to respond to new international
funding opportunities.

At the same time, we will support our member states,
particularly those with modest financial and technical
capabilities in their application for accreditation. The next
posting at the I0C of an expert made available by the
Commonwealth Secretariat for two years should help us
reach this objective. In June, the IOC will also host a team
from the Green Climate Fund who will visit our member
states and will thus contribute to reinforce cooperation and
knowledge sharing in the Indian Ocean region.

— B
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Ladies and gentlemen, =z

| wish you much success in your proceedings.

Rest assured that the I0C stands by you. Conscious of the
responsibility that rests on climate diplomacy, we are a
committed partner to this complex undertaking that remains,
in its essence, full of hope for the future we want to build

together.



