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INFOCUS –

Post 2015 Agenda

Heads of State gathered at the UN in New York on 25th September 2013 for the Special Event (High Level Forum (HLF) on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), to
produce an agreement on the need to accelerate progress towards achieving them and to outline a roadmap for a new process to develop a single set of global goals,
as a successor framework - the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Many of the governments’ statements pointed out
the need to move away from the existing silos and
work towards an integrated approach for poverty
eradication and sustainability. This owes much
to the Rio+20 Conference, which created some
political commitment for an integrated approach to
sustainable development.
The Special Event outcome document targets
key areas where progress is either off-track or has
stalled, including poverty and hunger, universal
access to primary education, infant mortality, universal
access to reproductive health, including maternal
health, environmental sustainability and - notable for
the EUWI - access to water and sanitation. Finding
new ways to improve efforts in these areas will be
key to the ongoing challenge of achieving sustainable
development with the water-food- energy nexus
among the contenders. The formal agreement of
a new summit in September 2015, will lead to the
adoption of a single post-2015 development agenda
with a single set of global goals, both of which have
sustainable development at their heart and poverty
eradication as their aim. The EU issued a statement
welcoming the adoption by the General Assembly of
the HLF’s Outcome Document and endorsing it.
The reports produced by the initiatives convened
by the UN Secretary-General (High Level Panel,
Sustainable Development Solutions Network, the
Global Compact) and the national and regional
consultations organised by the UN Development
Group, and the Rio+20 processes (Open Working
Group on Sustainable Development Goals,
Sustainable Development Finance Committee) will
be used as inputs for forthcoming intergovernmental
negotiations starting in September 2014. The
outcome of these negotiations will be presented at a
post-2015 summit in September 2015.
The resulting post-2015 development agenda will
be comprehensive and will not only include a set
of goals, targets and indicators but will include

Timeline of Post RIO+20 Processes

Finance for Sustainable Development

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Governance: High Level Political Forum (HLPF)

Post-Millennium Development Goals

options for means of implementation, including
multi-stakeholder partnerships and other innovative
mechanisms of leveraging finance beyond traditional
aid flows.
The HLF built on the outcomes of the Water
Thematic Consultation, in August 2013 facilitated
under the umbrella of UN-Water, and co-hosted by
Jordan, Liberia, Mozambique, the Netherlands and
Switzerland that helped define the role of water post
2015. In ‘The Post-2015 Water Thematic Consultation
Report’ (available from www.beyond2015.org)
the interdependencies regarding access to drinking
water and sanitation were linked to a wider water
development agenda that embraces water resources
and wastewater management, and water quality
improvements. The report highlights that the focus on
narrow MDG goals has not encouraged collaborative
approaches to reducing poverty.

Recommendations for a new development framework
emerged from the Consultation calling for reducing
inequalities around water through rights-based
approaches to service provision and governance.
These approaches should integrate the management
of water resources and wastewater, and improvements
in water quality, requiring all sectors to break out of
their narrow silos. In this way, a strong water sector
will be able to support outcomes in other thematic
areas related to poverty reduction and inequalities.
While the Water Thematic Consultation was taken
into account in the outcomes of the HLF there is no
guarantee that water will feature as a standalone
SDG. It has been stated that contributions of
experiences will be welcomed to convey what does
and does not work, and greater accountability can
be brought to the actions of development actors
from all sectors - private sector, governments, and
civil society. It is important that those involved with
water should engage strongly in that process.
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High-Level International
The Nexus Approach (2)
Conference on Water Cooperation Water, food and energy are
interconnected: agriculture accounts
(HLICWC), Tajikistan.

for about 70% of global freshwater use
and can pollute freshwater supplies if
mismanaged.
Water is also used to generate electricity but in some countries power
generation can account for up to 50% of all freshwater withdrawals, while in
other countries that use hydropower drought can lead to black-outs. Energy,
in turn, is needed to fertilise and transport crops, which can themselves be
used as biofuel to create energy. Large amounts of energy are also required
to pump water to drier regions and, as water scarcity increases, so will the
energy needed for technologies such as desalination. Given these trade-offs
and interactions, successfully addressing the triple challenge of water stress,
food security and energy supplies means taking a holistic view and balancing
the many competing demands.

www.hlicwc.org

The main purpose of the HLICWC held on 20-22 August 2013 in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan was to promote dialogue and mutual understanding
and to strengthen the partnership and cooperation on water issues among
stakeholders at all levels. The specific objectives of HLICWC were to contribute
to the improvement of water cooperation, in particular at the trans-boundary
level, through advocating successful policies and best practices, wider public
participation, encouraging policy-makers to promote water cooperation at
all levels to contribute to the achievement of internationally agreed goals
on water. The Conference also gave an opportunity to discuss and develop
new measure aimed at accelerating efforts for the achievement of MDGs and
recommendations for further action after 2015, including contribution to the
development of water related (SDGs).
The HLICWC highlighted that the importance of water resources for ensuring
the human livelihoods and economies over the past decades has grown rapidly,
especially due to rapid population growth and limited water and land resources
in many countries. The Conference emphasised the need for higher levels
of water saving and improving the efficiency of the integrated use of water
for the further development of mankind. In these conditions development of
water cooperation was seen as one of the key elements to help address water
problems. International experience shows that only a cooperative approach
and IWRM, including conservation, could ensure the effective use of water.
Developing water cooperation jointly with the strengthening of partnership
in other areas will create a strong platform for sustainable development and
“green” growth, as it was pointed out at the UN Conference on Sustainable
Development Rio+20.
In the Conference, the Government of Tajikistan put forward an initiative to
develop a post-2015 global water vision which could serve as “the road map”
for the implementation of a water-related sustainable development goal. Such
a goal would have to take into consideration universal access to drinking
water, integrated water resource management, efficient use of water, adequate
financing and investment in water-economy facilities and infrastructure, and
mutually-accepted mechanisms on gathering and disseminating water-related
information and date. The Declaration at the end of the HLICWC is available
here

A concise summary, of the Nexus Approach, which also takes a fresh look at
the issues, can be found in the animated film ‘The Water Food Energy Nexus’.
This can be seen here

For extensive links and resources relate to the Nexus Approach see www.
water-energy-food.org
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Update on the EUWI
Africa Working
Group
The EUWI Africa Working Group held its latest
meeting in Stockholm on September 4th during
World Water Week. The meeting was co-chaired
by André Liebaert Water Policy Advisor at the
European Commission, (DG DEVCO) and Mr
Lotfi Ali Madi Farag from the Libyan Ministry of
Agriculture, Marine and Animal Wealth, who has
been appointed ad interim Africa co-chair of the
EUWI Africa Working Group.
James Leten (coordinator of the EUWI AWG support
team) introduced the background to the Africa
Working Group, its purpose, members, working
processes and achievements. He summarised the
Africa WG objectives for 2013 as:
• to facilitate input to the Joint Africa EU strategic
partnership (JAES) review process and
programming of funds under the next EU multiannual financial framework with the aim to
ensure that water is addressed comprehensively
in the next JAES;
• to support the provisions of an Africa-EU
contribution to the post-MDG/SDG process in
relation to water; to identify priority areas to
be implemented under the Africa-EU Strategic
Partnership; to support financial planning
processes by establishing a capacity building
partnership with African financing institutions
A full report of the meeting can be found at here.
In the following discussion the European
Commission confirmed that there is a more positive
feeling (than had been expressed in 2012) about the
priority of water in both the JAES review process
and post-2015 agenda. It was noted that in the
current EU programming many African countries
have chosen to prioritise food and agriculture in
line with the EUs Agenda for Change. As water is
a crucial resource for both food production and
agriculture, it should be addressed as such in those
countries.
It was further noted that water is returning to
the top of the African Union priority list and that
AMCOW is working actively to push the issue.

AMCOW update – follow up from the Cairo
meeting
Dr. Salisu Abdulmumin (Programme Coordinator,
AMCOW) gave a presentation on the seven themes
in AMCOW´s Work Plan
Theme 1: Water Infrastructure for Economic
Growth
Theme 2: Managing Water Resources
(Transboundary Water Resources)
Theme 3: Meeting the Sanitation, Hygiene and
Water MDG Gaps
Theme 4: Global changes and risk management:
Climate variability and Change
Theme 5: Governance and Management
Theme 6: Financing
Theme 7: Education, Knowledge and Capacity
Development
A review process is currently going on in preparation
of the General Assembly of AMCOW which will take
place in May 2014 in Dakar, Senegal.

Post 2015 MDG / SDG Process
Joakim Harlin (Senior Water Resources Advisor
with UNDP and coordinator of the UN-Water Task
Force on Country-level Coordination) presented
an overview of the work streams, coordination
and progresses of the ‘post-2015 development
agenda’ with a specific focus on water. This
was very useful preparation for the UN General
Assembly discussions on the post 2015 agenda.
(See Infocus article on page 1) In the discussion
views were expressed about the ongoing process
including that water is competing with 7 other
sectors and those with the most powerful lobby
group will have their sector included and that the
link between water and poverty alleviation should
not be allowed to be forgotten.

Potential contribution to future activities
under the Africa-EU Partnership with focus
on Water/Food/Energy Nexus - Progress in
the Water-Food-Energy Nexus dialogue

level. Concern was expressed at the level of
involvement by water sector professionals in other
sector discussions and to what extent they have a
mandate to do so: also perceptions that the nexus
approach may be just repackaging of IWRM. There
was some concern that the nexus approach was
not perceived as a priority by the energy sector
although there were some positive examples noted.

Water-related EU policy, the Joint Africa-EU
Strategic Partnership and implications on
EUWI and the AWG

Progress in the JAES process
The importance of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy
(JAES) was underscored as the main policy
framework for continent-to-continent dialogue
and action and it is likely to remain one of the
primary instruments for EU/Africa relations. The
current preparation phase for the next Africa-EU
Summit scheduled to take place in Brussels in April
2014 provides a rare opportunity to push water
up the Africa-EU partnership agenda. Ensuring
that water is addressed more comprehensively in
the next JAES would be very helpful in increasing
the political endorsement for water in Africa-EU
relations and could also have implications on future
financial support for the African water agenda.
African members were called on to engage in
efforts to raise the importance of water in the
new EU/Africa strategy. Water representatives on
the African side should engage with the AUC to
influence the process leading up to the summit.
Thomas Zipper from the Austrian Development
Cooperation has been tasked to draw proposals
on the future of the Africa Working Group of the
EU Water Initiative, in the framework of the JAES
Support Mechanism.
In summary it was noted that the Water-FoodEnergy Nexus dialogue, cooperation at the
transboundary level and the NEPAD Centres of
Excellence are strong building blocks which the
AWG should consider as it redefines its future role,
purpose and responsibilities beyond 2014

Pierre Guillibert, from GIZ (die Deutsche Gesellschaft
für Internationale Zusammenarbeit), gave a
presentation on the Nexus approach. as derived at
a Conference in Bonn in 2011 emphasising the
guiding principles of: investing to sustain ecosystem
services; creating more with less; and accelerating
access, integrating the poorest. GIZ supported the
organisation of the 6th SADC Multi-Stakeholder
Water Dialogue in October 2013 in Lusaka, Zambia
under the theme: “Watering Development in SADC:
Exploring the water, energy and food nexus”
In the following discussion consideration was given
to the most appropriate level within countries in
optimising implementation of the Nexus approach,
and subsequently at regional and transboundary

Bai Mass Taal Executive Secretary of AMCOW
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EUWI MULTISTAKEHOLDER FORUM WORLD WATER WEEK
STOCKHOLM SEPT 4TH 2013
The EUWI Multi-Stakeholder Forum 2013 focused on the opportunity to use a
“nexus approach” for water, food and energy security in developing activities of
the different components of the Initiative.
This focus builds on a review of the catalytic role of EUWI and on the achievements and specificities of each regional component, as they were highlighted at last
year’s EUWI session celebrating 10 years of work. It responds to the changing priorities of the Initiative’s partner regions in Africa, Mediterranean, Eastern Europe,
Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA), China and Latin America, recognising changes in the global policy framework especially in respect of the post-2015 agenda
and to take account of the EU Development Framework ‘Agenda for Change’.
The Forum was facilitated by Andy Bullock and a fuller report of the outcomes
will be available on the EUWI website.
Following a keynote address by a representative from the Government of
Germany, panel discussions considered suggestions for “Concrete regional
opportunities within the water-energy-food security nexus” commencing with
Africa. This first Panel consisting of representatives from the EUWI Africa
Working Group, African Network of Basin Organisations (ANBO), African
Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW), Centres of Excellence and an EU
Member State (Sweden) provided a range of perspectives. Work on the nexus
in Africa will respond to the ‘water for growth’ priority theme of the African
water agenda, and will build on the ongoing work to strengthen the institutional
framework for transboundary water management, as well as to build capacities
and knowledge.
A second panel involving partner institutions active in the EUWI -,OECD, UNECE,
GWP-MED, and representatives of Spain and Denmark - provided insights from
the EECCA, Mediterranean, and Latin America regions and the China-EU Water

Prof. Judi Wakhunga representing the AMCOW Interim President,
speaking at the Africa Day at World Water Week

Africa Focus Day
at World Water Week
The Africa Focus session at World Water Week 2013 was convened by
the Africa Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) and the Africa Union
Commission. The theme of the session was “Shared Waters, Shared
Benefits” and the EUWI Africa Working Group was one of the co-conveners
along with the African Water Facility / African Development Bank, and the
Global Water Partnership.
The Focus day featured three sessions:
EUWI Multistakeholder Forum in progress

Platform (the newest EUWI component). Building in particular on policy dialogues
in the EECCA and MED regions, and expanding them to transboundary issues,
opportunities are being developed for example within the development of river
basin and groundwater management, in managing water for green growth, and
in relation to desalination. The new cooperation between EU and China will also
provide a framework for developing opportunities for cooperation.
With each region having different regional priorities and agendas, and different
patterns of operation, it is unsurprising that a spectrum of opportunities was
forthcoming and matched by an equal range of constraints, a number of which
were further brought out in the final panel discussion, with a representative
from the German WASH network providing an NGO perspective looking
forward to collaborating on the nexus approach. This was followed by a final
summary from the European Commission, highlighting the value of the EUWI
multistakeholder dialogue to catalyse a forward looking and interactive debate.

• Session 1: Transboundary Water Management: turning Threats to
Opportunities;
• Session 2: Transboundary Groundwater Opportunities for Cooperation;
and
• Session 3: Cooperation and Hydro-diplomacy: Successful Models to
optimize Transboundary Water Management.
The day finished with a high level Ministerial Panel which was presided over
by the Chair of Sanitation and Water for All, former President John Kufour,
who reiterated the critical role of water to the attainment of the MDGs, and
called on all African countries to give the highest attention deserving of the
resource. He charged all African countries to consider the importance of
raising the profile of water at Country levels as an indispensable resource
for socio-economic development.
A fuller report may be found here.
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THE BUDAPEST WATER SUMMIT New EU water-related policy
“A SUSTAINABLE WORLD IS A WATER-SECURE WORLD”
initiatives
8–11 October 2013,
Budapest, Hungary
The Budapest Water Summit was initiated at the United Nations Conference
for Sustainable Development by the Hungarian Government with the principal
objective to take stock of the various developments in preparing the water‐related
goal for the post–2015 development agenda. The final statement arising out of
the meeting and agreed by consensus included the need for:
• Safeguarding and rehabilitating ecosystems in 21st Century water resources
development approaches will be an important shift towards sustainability.
Unintended impacts to ecosystems in the name of water uses are contrary to
the aspirations of a sustainable water future.
• A dedicated water goal in the Sustainable Development Goals in the (SDGs).
To achieve the agreed upon MDG targets related to water and sanitation and
to move towards the new set of SDGs, as well as to create new approaches
to water management, the Budapest Water Summit, recommended the
development of a dedicated and comprehensive Sustainable Development
Goal on Water, while clearly addressing the inter‐linkages to other SDGs.
• A robust intergovernmental institutional mechanism to regularly monitor,
review and assess progress of the implementation of the future water goal
given the critical nature of water for human populations and the planet. It
is recommended that appropriate institutional mechanisms are put in place
soon to regularly review and assess progress in an integrated manner.
The EUWI was invited to take part in the Business Leaders’ Forum and Andre
Liebaert made a presentation on the role of the Initiative in respect of a Nexus
approach and its potential for engagement with the private sector. He provided
a briefing on the current policy framework within the EU which includes the
“Agenda for Change” , the European Report on Development (2012): “Managing
water, energy and land for inclusive and sustainable growth” and Post 2015
: A decent life for all by 2030 (2013): Communication from the European
Commission presenting its position on the post-2015 development agenda.
Water is among the sectors to be addressed in an integrated way to achieve
basic human development, inclusive and sustainable growth. A recent policy
development is that of water diplomacy (see the following article).
There is a new EU framework for action for water in the upcoming budget period
2014-2020 focussing particularly on:
• Access to Water and Sanitation - nutrition sensitive actions
• Water for economic growth - nexus water-energy-agriculture
• Water Governance - management of transboundary waters for peace and
security
Andre Liebaert concluded his presentation by noting that a sustainable and
efficient ‘nexus perspective’ requires multi-stakeholder involvement, including
the private sector and business actors
In the main Conference János Martonyi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hungary, and
Chairman of the Budapest Water Summit, in his closing remarks, stated that
none of the world’s noble development goals could be reached without water. He
observed “If we discount nature from the water equation, nature will discount us
from the biosphere.”

Water and Nutrition
The European Commission has adopted an additional approach in considering
water related issues – “Addressing under-nutrition. The water and sanitation
approach”. A financial commitment of €3.5 billion for nutrition for the period
2014-2020 was made during the “Nutrition for Growth” event in held June.
Of these €410 million is for nutrition specific interventions and €3.1 billion on
nutrition sensitive interventions. This is intended to provide support to partner
countries so that at least 10% of the target – at least 7 million children – is
met through programmes funded by the European Commission. Nutrition is
considered as a good indicator of the overall success of development and
poverty reduction strategies as there cannot be development without adequate
nutrition. Malnutrition causes the death of 3 million children under 5 years of
age per year, and for those that survive, retarded growth is a serious issue.
Retardation affects both physical and intellectual growth and if it occurs under
3 years of age is irreversible. This is believed to cause a loss of 10% in GDP
in affected countries
It is intended that improving under-nutrition through water, sanitation and
hygiene will be undertaken through inter alia:
• Water sanitation and hygiene policies and programmes.
• Healthcare and hygiene promotion.
• Infrastructure for water treatment, delivery/distribution
• Sanitation and waste water treatment reducing pollution of water resources
• Increasing coverage of water distribution mechanisms and reducing womens’
workload.
• Regulations assuring water providers meet standards (equitable pricing, water
quality etc.)
• Monitoring and evaluation systems that include nutrition relevant indicators
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Water Diplomacy
The EU External Action Service has been promoting Water Diplomacy with
an overarching objective “To contribute to a more coherent and effective EU
foreign policy engagement in conflict prevention and water diplomacy”..At the
Foreign Affairs Council meeting held in Brussels on 22 July 2013 the Council
conclusions on EU Water Diplomacy included “The Council encourages the
elaboration of action plans in promoting water cooperation across the world
and the incorporation of water diplomacy considerations in relevant EU and
Member States’ regional strategies and actions within the range of existing
instruments and political dialogues.” and further “The Council recognises
that international partnerships are essential for addressing effectively water
diplomacy challenges. The Council invites the High Representative and the
Commission to continue efforts, together with Member States, to promote
global ownership and cooperation on the promotion of sustainable and
equitable management of water resources”.
The EU suggests that:
• It can offer technical know-how to other parts of the world
• Indentified priority regions: Central Asia, the Nile, the Mekong and the Middle
East.
• Through elaborating action plans to raise political attention to water security.
• By promoting international conventions and other legal instruments as the
basis for management of trans-boundary waters.
• By enhancing international partnerships
Further information may be found here.

EU funded SITWA project
“Strengthening the Institutions for Transboundary Water Management in
Africa” - the SITWA project is aimed at strengthening regional cooperation
for the sustainable management of transboundary waters in Africa, through
programmatic and institutional strengthening of the African Network of Basin
Organisations (ANBO), under the overall framework of AMCOW. In 2000
the African Union called for a “Federation of African River and Lake Basin
Organizations” to be created for developing and adopting a common approach
to the management of transboundary waters following the adoption of the
Africa Water Vision 2025. The EU-financed SITWA Project is aligned with
the work programme of the AWG, which is responsible for implementing the
Africa-EU Strategic Partnership on Water Affairs and Sanitation.
The Project is being implemented by the Global Water Partnership in partnership
with the ANBO Technical Secretariat.
The overall objective of the project is to strengthen regional cooperation at
the political, economic and stakeholder level for sustainable management of
transboundary water resources in Africa contributing to peace and security,
stability and poverty alleviation, relying on African knowledge. The Project
specific objectives include:
(i) Provision of technical (programmatic and institutional) assistance to ANBO.
(ii) Improving water governance for transboundary water resources in Africa
under the platform of ANBO, though provision of technical assistance to
the RBOs in the development of Integrated Water Resource Management
Strategies and Plans.

NEPAD Networks of Water Centres of Excellence supported by
the EC JRC
Water sciences and technologies constitute one of main flagship programmes
of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). This network of
centres of excellence in science and related technological innovation was
designed to strengthen the continent’s capabilities to harness and apply
science and technologies to address challenges of securing adequate clean
water as well as managing the continent’s water resources. The objectives of
the Centres of Excellence are to: 1) promote policy making based on scientific
– technical knowledge, and 2) build capacities in the water sector.
8 Centres have been established in Southern Africa while the Western African
CoE Network has five members. The Network is looking into partnering with new
entities, including with ANBO, and further geographical and thematic extension
including with the Middle East and North Africa Water Center Network (MENA
WCN) supported by USAID.
Further information may be found here.

The European Innovation Partnership on Water
This programme was established to “Identify, test, scale-up, disseminate and
deploy innovative solutions for 10 major water related challenges” by 2020.
Five priority areas were chosen:
• Water reuse and recycling
• Water and wastewater treatment
• Water and energy
• Risk management of water related extreme events
• Ecosystem services
These priorities focus on challenges and opportunities in the water sector, and
on innovative actions that will deliver the highest impact. Water governance,
management models and monitoring, and financing for innovation have been
identified as cross-cutting priorities that affect the framework conditions,
promote connections between the different priority areas of work, and are
enablers for all other actions. Smart technologies are another enabling factor
within all other priorities.40 million euros has been set aside from the 7th
Framework Programme for Research for projects that contribute to the aims of
the EIP Water Partnership which brings together actors from sectors including
the water industry, SMEs, the research community, local governments, major
water users and finance, to speed the development and uptake of innovative
solutions to water challenges in Europe and beyond. More information may be
found here.
The EUWI has been, and should continue to be, one of the central elements in
these types of initiatives, programmes, partnerships and cooperation.
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Update on the EUWI
Mediterranean Working Group
The Mediterranean Component of the
EUWI has continued its programme
through a series of targeted actions for the
promotion of sustainable and integrated
water resources management.
Specifically, the focus has been primarily on issues of water governance
and financing, responding to direct requests of countries for assistance to
overcome bottlenecks to the mobilisation of much-needed financial resources
required for the implementation of water-related plans and strategies within
the framework of national water sector reform processes.

This follows the previous catalytic and steady support provided by MED EUWI
since 2009 in the framework of the national policy dialogues in Egypt, Lebanon
and Tunisia and up-scaled in 2012-2013 into a regional programme labelled
officially under the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) and jointly implemented by
the Global Water Partnership-Mediterranean (GWP-Med) and the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The programme has
received official support at country level (seven letters have been received
thus far, signed by Minister’s or Secretary General’s, and more are expected in
2014) and responds to a call for further interaction among public, private and
civil society actors for understanding better the opportunities and challenges
that private sector participation in the water sector entails. In order to do so, the
programme is working in parallel at national and regional levels.
A high-level Regional Conference was held in Barcelona on 28-29 May
2013 marking the official launch of the programme. More than one hundred
participants from 22 countries across the Mediterranean attended including
Ministers, high-level government officials, intergovernmental and nongovernmental organisations as well as stakeholders from the water utilities,
private sector, donor community, and academic institutions. The relevance,
added value and timeliness of the programme for the countries and the region
overall were well acknowledged by the participants and particularly highlighted
in the Ministers’ interventions.

The strategic partnership with the Swedish International Development
Agency (Sida) and the European Investment Bank (EIB) has been essential in
implementation and . the steady support since 2009, of the MED EUWI and
the GEF/ MAP UNEP MedPartnership programme has been instrumental for
maintainng the project’s work.
Following the high-level launch, the programme’s national component took
off in Tunisia and Jordan, as the pilot countries for 2013-2014, with the start
of analytical work and the organisation of the First National Consultation
Workshops in the two countries respectively, on 1 October 2013 in Tunis and
on 23 October 2013 in Amman. The two workshops brought together key
actors from within and outside the countries’ water and wastewater sector
to discuss governance issues relating to public-private partnerships (PPPs)
on water. Follow up multi-stakeholder workshops in the framework of the
respective national policy dialogues in the two countries are scheduled for
the first quarter of 2014, while the programme’s next regional conference
is planned for late May 2014. It is noted that the theme of private sector
involvement will be among the priority issues to be tackled and discussed in
the council, and in particular in the CODEV Working Party, during the upcoming
Hellenic Presidency of the EU Council during the first semester of 2014.
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Global Events,
News and Publications.
World Toilet Day
19 November 2013

Inter-sessional Meeting of the Open
Working Group (OWG) on SDGs:

World Wetlands Day 2014:

The theme for the 2014 World Wetlands Day is “Wetlands and Agriculture” as
2014 is the UN International Year of Family Farming. The slogan for the Day is
“Wetlands and Agriculture: Partners for Growth,” placing a focus on the need
for the wetland, water and agricultural sectors to work together for the best
shared outcomes

February 2, 2014
email: ramsar@ramsar.org
http://www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-activitieswwdswwd2014index/main/ramsar/1-63-78%5E26287_4000_0__

Gender, Water and Development
Conference 2014:

22 November 2013
location: UN Headquarters, New York
email: carpentier@un.org
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.
php?page=view&type=13&nr=484&menu=1544

This conference will consider how to address gender, poverty and
water challenges across Africa under the theme of “Gender, Water and
Development: The Untapped Connection.” The conference will be organized
under the following sub-themes: formulating and implementing gender
in water policy; mobilizing human and financial resources; implementing
projects through economic empowerment and gendered approaches;
conducting, sharing and implementing research and operational knowledge;
mainstreaming gender in human and institutional capacity development;
promoting cooperation and coordination to mainstream gender in the water
sector; and supporting gender equality in the water sector through monitoring
and evaluation.

Fifth Session of the OWG on SDGs: OWG-5 will focus on sustained and
inclusive economic growth, macroeconomic policy questions (including
international trade, international financial system and external debt
sustainability), infrastructure development, and energy.

February 19-21, 2014
East London, South Africa
email: kruger@kruger-associates.com
http://globalwater- conference.com/

The Co-Chairs of the UN General Assembly’s OWG on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) will convene at least two intersessional meetings
between OWG members and stakeholders to facilitate the participation of
Major Groups and other stakeholders.

25-27 November 2013
Sixth Session of the OWG on SDGs: OWG-6 will focus on means
of implementation; the global partnership for achieving sustainable
development; needs of countries in special situations: African countries,
LDCs, land-locked developing countries, and SIDS as well as specific
challenges facing middle-income countries; and human rights, the right to
development, and global governance.

17th African Water
Association Congress,

“Mobilizing Resources and Governance of Water
and Sanitation in Africa”. Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.

17-20 February 2014.

9-13 December
Seventh Session of the OWG on SDGs: OWG-7 will focus on sustainable
cities and human settlements, sustainable transport, sustainable consumption
and production (including chemicals and waste); and climate change and
disaster risk reduction.
6-10 January 2014
Eighth Session of the OWG on SDGs: OWG-8 will focus on oceans and
seas, forests, and biodiversity; promoting equality, including social equity,
gender equality and women’s empowerment; and conflict prevention, postconflict peacebuilding and the promotion of durable peace, rule of law and
governance.
3-7 February 2014
location for all OWG meetings UN Headquarters, New York
contact: UN Division for Sustainable Development
email: dsd@un.org
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1549

“Nexus 2014: Water, Food, Climate and
Energy Conference”,
March 3-7, 2014.
Chapel Hill, USA.
The Water Institute of the University of North Carolina will host a conference
on to examine the thinking and actions related to a nexus approach, focusing
on the questions of how and why the nexus approach is, and can be, used on
international and local levels. Building on the Water, Food and Energy Nexus
Conference held in Bonn Germany in 2011, this conference aims to address
four connected, but distinct relationships, with water being the central node
of each nexus: Water-Climate, Water-Energy, Water-Food, Energy-Food.
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World Water Day:

World Water Day 2014 will convene on the theme
“Water and Energy.” Coordinated by UNU and
UNIDO on behalf of UN-Water, the day aims to
raise awareness on the linkages between water
and energy.

22 March 2014
email: unwater@un.org
http://www.unwater.org/wwd2014.html

3rd International Conference
on Water Resources and
Environmental Management
(ICWRE-2014),

With the theme“Role of Governance in
the Management of Water Resources and
Environment” the ICWRE-2014
that will be organised by the Global Institute for
Water, Environment and Health.

13-15 May 2014
Antalya, Turkey.

We are interested to receive your
feedback and contributions for future
issues of Waterworld. Please send them to
euwi-admin@jrc.ec.europa.eu.

Recommended publications:
Water Security:

The Water-Food-Energy-Climate Nexus.
(January 2011).
World Economic Forum Water Initiative.

Fulfilling the Rio+20 Promises:
Reviewing Progress since the UN Conference on Sustainable Development
A report by Natural Resources Defense Council and Stakeholder Forum iss a first-ofits-kind assessment by civil society organizations on progress toward some of the key
commitments made at Rio+20.
http://www.nrdc.org/international/rio_20/files/rio-20-report.pdf

Thinking about Water Differently:

Managing the Water–Food–Energy Nexus.
(September 2013).
The result of a study initiated by ADB to better understand the
issues associated with the water-food-energy nexus in Asia
and the Pacific, the book provides high-level guidance on the
choices available to address the region’s water security issues.

Other useful resources:
www.iwahq.org
The IWA WaterWiki provides a platform for the global water
community to interact and share knowledge online. It can be
accessed here.

Contact details
For further information about the
EUWI, please contact the Secretariat
at the EC in Brussels or visit our
website.
Email:
euwi-admin@jrc.ec.europa.eu
Phone: +32 2 29 92753
Web: www.euwi.net

www.connect4climate.org
Launched by the World Bank and some of its partners, Connect4Climate (C4C) is a
global partnership programme with 150 member organisations dedicated to climate
change communication. With more than half a million social media followers, C4C
is building an ever-growing community of individuals around the world committed to
climate change action. C4C uses its network to promote innovative global advocacy
efforts, to share resources, and to build knowledge partnerships.

