
YOUrope for Youth
On 12th and 13th October 2017, about 100 young people, including representatives of youth organisations and 
educational institutions from across the European Union, met to wrap up discussions held in the framework of 
a project called “New Narrative for Europe”, on young people’s perception of Europe and their ideas on what 
the European Narrative should be. Gathered together in the cosy student town of Leuven, we centred the 
Narrative around the four key areas of discussion which are presented below, namely: freedom of movement 
and security, civic engagement, employment and green planet Europe. 

1. Freedom of movement and security
Created as a response to the devastating effects of two world wars, the European Union – a community of 
values – has had and must continue to have the objective of promoting peace and prosperity in Europe 
and beyond. 

We believe that in the face of regional and international conflicts, the EU should act as a mediator, actively 
fostering communication among the involved parties. Similarly, it should take active steps towards tackling 
political extremism, and promoting human rights and diversity as its main guiding principles.

We believe in an EU that closely embraces inclusion and integration not just amongst its Member States 
but across the world at large. We would like to see the migrant and refugee population assisted through 
a number of measures. There should be integration support like language courses for all immigrants deciding 
to live in an EU country legally, and cultural exchange programmes for the local community to engage with the 
newcomers. Furthermore, more opportunities for respectful dialogue should be created, where transcultural 
and trans-religious exchange is an everyday practice.  

2. Civic engagement
We want more young people participating in decision-making, so that Europe is better prepared to address 
its challenges. There should also be more opportunities to involve those who are reluctant to engage with 
politics. We believe that this can be made possible by developing a curriculum on civic education in national 
and local education systems. 

Similarly, we also need more youth representation. There should be strategies to reduce the average age of 
MEPs and parliamentarians to less than 40 years old. For instance, this can be done by passing a regulation 
stating that at least 25% of candidates should be young people. Furthermore, considering the positive impact 
of young-age voting and engagement, the ‘vote 16’ system can be introduced in all the Member States. 
Last, but not least, implementing an e-voting system can make voting more attractive to young people and 
help increase turnout.

We would also like to see all the information necessary to make an informed decision readily available. One 
tool that could be built on is the European Parliament election simulation at schools that can be advocated 
within the civic education curriculum. We propose that, for young people who actively participate, related 



Representatives of Young Europeans who took part 
in New Narrative for Europe discussions

Brussels, 31 January 2018

paid internships should be made available by government and private institutions to enable them to further 
engage with decision making.

3. Employment 
We envision an employment system that offers a wide range of job opportunities and also assists our capacity 
building in order to help us secure a place in the job market. We support the EU’s strive to become a centre 
of innovation and technology, equipping young people with the latest tools and technology and providing 
specialised trainings to help our employment.

All young people should have access to mobility and learning opportunities abroad regardless of their 
background and without any administrative, social or economic barriers. 

We would also like to have access to a wide range of internships, traineeships and apprenticeships 
across Europe to develop our competencies, skills and employability further. All internships should be paid and 
the skills acquired through them should be formally recognised.

4. Green Planet Europe 
Being aware of the challenges faced in protecting our planet, we would like to see all policies conform to the 
EU sustainability standards. This includes various policies on environmental recycling, building, agronomic 
policies and working standards. Moreover, we would like the EU to adopt stronger tax measures on carbon and 
greenhouse gas emissions.

We would also like the EU to manage equal access to healthy and affordable food options for all of its 
citizens and make organic and sustainable food affordable through a subsidy paid to farmers. Through such 
initiatives, we would like the food waste in Europe to be substantially reduced.

Last, but not least, we believe that educating citizens about environmental sustainability is a duty of 
the EU. This could be achieved through the support of creative projects, like peer-to-peer coaching and the 
organisation of sustainable trainings camps and young exchanges.

Bearing in mind the above principles, we, young Europeans, are determined to pursue them as active citizens 
calling for a Europe closer to its people. We believe that walking hand in hand and reflecting and acting upon 
our part we can take Europe much further. After all, the Europe outlined above is not just our dream, it is our 
common destination. It is our home that will thrive with equal opportunities, security and secured rights for 
all of us.


