
 

 

EVS is celebrating its 20 years with 100,000 volunteers! 

#EVS20 

The European Voluntary Service (EVS) is a part of the Erasmus+ programme. The scheme enables 

young people (17-30 yrs) to volunteer across Europe and beyond, and gives organisations support for 

providing volunteering opportunities. 

Established in 1996 as a pilot programme by the European Commission, EVS has so far given over 

100,000 young volunteers an opportunity to contribute to a cause they believe in. EVS volunteers 

have supported refugees and the environment, children and the elderly, and worked on cultural 

events along with numerous other worthy initiatives. 

To celebrate its 20th anniversary, the European Voluntary Service has launched the “EVS 20” 

campaign. The campaign will promote the EVS’s openness to all young people, regardless of 

background or qualification, and highlight how volunteering gives new skills and a sense of 

empowerment to young people with fewer opportunities. 

EVS 20 aims to attract new organisations that are not yet beneficiaries of the Erasmus+ programme, 

and will encourage existing organisations to offer more volunteering opportunities. The campaign 

puts a particular emphasis on inclusion and diversity in volunteering projects. The EVS 20 campaign 

will also reach out to companies involved in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives, regional 

and local authorities, sports organisations and those working with youth. 

Tibor Navracsics, Commissioner for Education, Culture, Youth and Sport, said: “For 20 years, the 

European Voluntary Service has offered young people an opportunity to go abroad, experience 

different cultures and make new friends while doing work that matters and developing important 

skills. It's no wonder that so many young people want to be part of this. So my message to national 

and local authorities, youth, sport and other organisations across Europe is this: join the European 

Voluntary Service today and welcome young volunteers to your organisation.” 



Various events and activities will take place all across Europe in 2016.  Search more information on 

social media under the #EVS20 hashtag! The campaign message is that the EVS brings real value to 

participating organisations and young volunteers alike. 

Organisations and young people wishing to get involved in the EVS 20 campaign or looking for events 

in their proximity can visit the EVS 20 website on http://europa.eu/youth/evs20 or contact the 

European Union Programmes Agency on communications.eupa@gov.mt.  

Some additional background information 

Young volunteers who are given an opportunity to volunteer abroad in the EVS programme receive 

support to cover their travel and living costs, as well as pocket money, insurance and a discount card. 

Young people with fewer opportunities can receive additional support to enable their participation 

and would also be allowed to go on EVS for a shorter duration of time.  

Just in 2014 close to 10,000 young people volunteered in through EVS under the Erasmus+ 

programme. With the budget available during the Erasmus+ programme, we expect to be able to 

support up to 100,000 EVS volunteers between 2014 and 2020. 

An online database of organisations and opportunities in EVS gives more equal access to 

transnational volunteering for young people who may not have a strong organisational network. 

The purpose of the Volunteering Database is to give young people interested in volunteering a chance 

to find the right EVS project and get in touch with organisations. Organisations that are involved in 

EVS can use this database to advertise when they have placements available, and they are strongly 

encouraged to do so. 

Through EVS young volunteers are given the opportunity to contribute to the daily work of 

organisations dealing with youth information and policies, young people’s personal and socio-

educational development, civic engagement, social care, inclusion of disadvantaged, environment, 

non-formal education programmes., ICTs and media literacy, culture and creativity, development 

cooperation, etc.  

 

 

 

 

http://europa.eu/youth/evs20
mailto:communications.eupa@gov.mt

