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³0pGHFLQV 6DQV )URQWLqUHV FRQVWLWXWH HPERGLPHQW
RI(XURSHDQVROLGDULW\´VD\V&RPPLVVLRQHU1LHOVRQ
2Q EHKDOI RI WKH (XURSHDQ &RPPLVVLRQ &RPPLVVLRQHU 3RXO 1LHOVRQ ZRXOG
OLNHWRFRQJUDWXODWH0pGHFLQV6DQV)URQWLqUHVRQUHFHLYLQJWKLV\HDU¶V1REHO
3HDFH 3UL]H 7KH DZDUG LV ZHOO PHULWHG DQG WKH UHFRJQLWLRQ RI DQ
RUJDQLVDWLRQZKRVHGHGLFDWLRQDQGSULQFLSOHGSURIHVVLRQDOLVPKDVLQUHFHQW
\HDUVPDGH³06)´YLUWXDOO\V\QRQ\PRXVZLWKHIIHFWLYHLQWHUQDWLRQDOPHGLFDO
UHOLHI 7KH WLPLQJ RI WKH DZDUG LV SDUWLFXODUO\ SRLJQDQW FRPLQJ LQ WKH VDPH
ZHHN DV WKH PXUGHU RI WZR 81 RIILFLDOV LQ %XUXQGL 7KLV VWDUN MX[WDSRVLWLRQ
VHUYHV WR XQGHUOLQH WKH IDFW WKDW WKH ZRUN RI UHOLHI DJHQFLHV KRZHYHU
FRPSHWHQWFRXUDJHRXVDQGFRPPLWWHGFDQQRWSURYLGHDVXEVWLWXWHIRUORQJ
WHUPVWUXFWXUDOHQJDJHPHQWLQWKHSROLWLFDOFULVHVWKDWDUHWKHURRWFDXVHRI
KXPDQLWDULDQGLVDVWHUV
It is in this context that, in addition to developing an efficient operational response
capacity, Médecins Sans Frontières (and indeed the NGO movement as a whole)
has also played a particularly dynamic role in alerting and mobilising public opinion.
MSF – which now has active sections in several EU Member States – thus
constitutes an embodiment of, and conduit for, the solidarity of the people of Europe
in the face of the unacceptable human suffering caused by conflict and
displacement, particularly in the developing world.
Through its Humanitarian Office (ECHO), the Commission has been an active and
constant supporter not only of the MSF family (by some distance the largest single
NGO recipient of ECHO funding), but also of a wide range of other humanitarian
NGOs and international agencies. In 1998, the Commission funded humanitarian
actions in 70 countries through financing decisions totalling some   PLOOLRQ LQ
the wake of the Kosovo crisis, this figure is set to rise substantially in 1999.
The Commission intends to build further on its partnership with MSF and other
NGOs and relief agencies that have achieved similarly high standards in other fields
of humanitarian endeavour, while at the same time working with the international
community towards the durable resolution of the conflicts and crises that continue to
create a need for large-scale humanitarian interventions in many parts of the world.

