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rescEU: a new European system to tackle natural disasters
Brussels, 23 November 2017
Today the European Commission has revealed ambitious new plans to strengthen Europe's
ability to deal with natural disasters.
The proposal is a central part of President Juncker's agenda of a Europe that protects. The initiative
comes in light of more complex and frequent natural disasters that have seriously affected many
European countries over recent years. A key part of the proposal is the creation of rescEU, a reserve
at European level of civil protection capabilities such as aerial forest fighting planes, special water
pumps, urban search and rescue and field hospitals and emergency medical teams. These will
complement national assets and will be managed by the European Commission in order to support
countries hit by disasters such as floods, forest fires, earthquakes and epidemics. Alone in 2017, over
200 people were killed by natural disasters in Europe and over one million hectares of forest have been
destroyed.
President Jean-Claude Juncker said: "Europe can't be on the side-lines when our Member States suffer
from natural disasters and need help. No country in Europe is immune to natural disasters which have
sadly become the new normal. When a disaster strikes, I want the European Union to offer more than
condolences. Europe is a continent of solidarity and we must be better prepared than before, and
faster in helping our Member States on the frontline."
"The tragedies of last summer and the past few years have shown that our current disaster response
system has reached its limits in its existing voluntary format. The challenges we face have evolved,
and so must we. It is a matter of solidarity and shared responsibility at all levels. This is what
European citizens expect from us and I now look to European governments and the European
Parliament to embrace this proposal," Christos Stylianides, Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and
Crisis Management said.
The Commission proposal focuses on two complementary strands of action, targeting (i) a stronger
collective response at European level and (ii) improved prevention and preparedness capacities:
1. Strengthening European response capacities: rescEU
An EU civil protection response reserve of civil protection assets will be established to assist
Member States in responding to disasters, when national capacities are overwhelmed. rescEU will
include assets, such as firefighting aircraft and water pumping equipment, which will complement
national capacities. All costs and capacities of rescEU would be fully covered by EU financing, with the
Commission retaining the operational control of these assets and deciding on their deployment.
In parallel, the Commission will assist Member States to boost their national capacities, by
financing the adaptation, repair, transport and operation costs of their existing resources – whereas
today only transportation costs are covered. The assets would become part of a shared pool of
emergency response resources under the European Civil Protection Pool, and would be made
available for deployment when disaster strikes.
2. Stepping up disaster prevention and preparedness
Under today's proposal, Member States will be asked to share their national prevention and
preparedness strategies, in order to collectively identify and address possible gaps.
The proposal strengthens cooperation and coherence with existing EU policies dealing with
prevention and preparedness. This includes for example the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate
Change, the European Structural and Investment Funds, the Solidarity Fund, environmental legislation
(e.g. flood management plans and eco-system based solutions), research and innovation and policies
to address serious cross-border threats to health and more.
Finally, the proposal will streamline and simplify administrative procedures in order to reduce the time
needed to deploy life-saving assistance.
Background
The EU's Civil Protection Mechanism is currently based on a voluntary system, through which the EU
coordinates the voluntary contributions of participating states to a country that has requested

assistance. Offers of assistance are coordinated by the European Emergency Response Coordination
Centre, based in Brussels. In recent years, extreme weather conditions and other phenomena have
stretched the ability of Member States to help each other, especially when several Member States face
the same type of disaster simultaneously. In such cases where there is limited or no availability of
assets, the EU does not have a reserve capacity to assist overwhelmed Member States.
2017 has seen a wide range of disasters. In total, over 200 people were killed by natural disasters in
Europe in 2017. But natural disasters have also a severe economic impact. Since 1980, as well as the
human cost, EU Member States have lost over EUR 360 billion in weather and climate extreme events.
In Portugal alone, the direct economic damage of forest fire events between June and September is
estimated at close to EUR 600 million, representing 0.34% of Portugal's Gross National Income.
Since its establishment in 2001, the EU Civil Protection Mechanism has monitored over 400 disasters
and has received over 250 requests for assistance. The EU Civil Protection Mechanism can be activated
in response to man-made and natural disasters, but also supports disaster preparedness and
prevention.
The EU Civil Protection Mechanism includes all EU Member States as well as several other participating
states outside the EU, namely, Iceland, Norway, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
Montenegro and Turkey. rescEU would be extended to these participating states as a sign of European
solidarity.
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