
ERASMUS FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

This two-week programme is for civil servants from the 27 EU member countries, not 
to be confused with the ERASMUS programme for students. This is still a pilot
project run by the EAS (European Administrative School) based in Brussels. 
Participant satisfaction will be taken into account in discussions about making it 
permanent next year. The next programme is planned for February 2010.

I was the first civil servant from the Welsh Assembly Government to attend this two-
week programme in October. 25 countries were represented in my group of over 50
participants. During the first week we heard presentations on the European Civil 
Service, the history of the EU, the Commission’s work programme, the Schengen 
Area, the Lisbon Treaty, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee 
and the Committee of the Regions.

In addition to formal lectures we also had fun with simulation exercises on decision-
making processes and even had a go at simultaneous interpreting from English into 
the other 22 official EU languages! We also heard some funny anecdotes about the 
history of Europe, for example, that the Treaty of Rome establishing the EEC in 1957 
was a bundle of blank pages, because there was no time to print the full document!

In the second week we travelled to Luxembourg and attended presentations at the 
European Court of Auditors and the Court of Justice. We then went to the European 
Parliament in Strasbourg, and after formal lectures we had a chance to see the plenary 
where Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the Commission, was answering oral 
questions. A lively debate was started by a UK MEP, while his supporters, mainly 
British pensioners, cheered from the public gallery.

By mid-week we were back in Brussels for our 2 ½ days’ job shadowing in our 
chosen Directorate General. The highlight of the week was the farewell dinner, when 
we were given our attendance certificates and a copy of the group photo taken in front 
of the Parliament (see below).

Overall, it has been a very exciting and stimulating experience. It was an excellent 
opportunity for networking both with civil servants from the other member countries,
with EU officials in the Commission and with the Permanent Representations. My 
ERASMUS group is now on Facebook where we can keep in touch with each other 
and share our experiences.

If you are interested in how the Institutions work and how decisions are made at 
European level, I suggest you put forward your name for one of the future ERASMUS 
programmes. All expenses are covered by the Commission and you also get a 
generous daily allowance. Your first point of contact is the European and External 
Affairs Division (EEAD) who will send your application to the Cabinet Office in 
London, where candidates are selected. 

Renée Martin



This group photo was taken at the European Parliament in Strasbourg. I am in the 
front row, 4th one from the left.


